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E refusal to kill is not by any means the total pacifist wit- 
ness today. For, undoubtedly, one epoch in human history 
has closed and another has begun; one system of society 

has broken down and another—at least over wide areas—is 


taking its place. 


At this time of universal transition, 
when all the genius of national lead- 
ership should be directed toward 
guiding that transition for the gen- 
eral good of mankind, millions of 
human beings find themselves—sim- 
ply because they happen to have been 
born in one spot rather than another 
—flattered, bullied, and conscripted 
by their respective fiihrers into two 
utterly artificial and hostile slave- 
societies, with their minds and bodies 
tivetted to MACHINES, each delud- 
ing himself that it can break the will 
of the other and coerce it into some 
preconceived pattern, 


_The pacifist, whether he thinks one 
side is “better” than the other or not, 
cannot’ take part in this false and 
futile contest. He does not, for one 
thing, believe that a “nation’’ can be 
frightened into this or that shape— 
unless it be an ugly and undesirable 
shape. Nor does he imagine that 
political democracy and_ personal 
freedom (such as the 19th century 
conferred on one or two favoured and 
prosperous peoples) can be forced on 
a community from without—least of 
all as the result of a terrible war. 


He knows that society can be re- 
formed and regenerated only from 
within. He knows that all social or- 
ganization is, basically, “spiritual”— 
that is to say that it stands or falls 
by what men believe. That men can 
be made to believe that your system 
is better than theirs because your 
bombs are more painful than theirs or 
because your politicians can boast and 
threaten and gesticulate more irre- 
sponsibly than theirs, is a conception 
and philosophy of human behaviour 
which the pacifist cannot possibly 
comprehend. 


O reply that all this is beside the 
point, since we are now defending 

our homes and our lives and only 
victory over Hitler can save us, does 
not shake the pacifist position in the 
least. He knows that we shall never 
defend ourselves that way and that 


another military victory will be as 
big a sham as the last, 


He knows that in modern war the 
so-called “defence” services differ 
only in function from military ser- 
vices; that they are indispensable to 
each other; that their nature and pur- 
pose is identical, namely to conquer 
the Bue, ee knows that such a 
conquest, even if technically possible 
for the British Ro etic ching! & bring 
about, would be a calamity for the 
human race. 


The terrors of “victory’’—anybody’s 
victory—-are such that the pacifist 
shrinks from inflicting them yet again 
on mankind. If there is no way out 
from ever-recurring and more terrible 
wars than “victory” for one side or 
another, then indeed is the human 
intelligence doomed to eternal fatuity. 

This universal neurosis, this will- 
o'-the-wisp, this gigantic make-be- 
lieve, is, to the pacifist, a mental dis- 
ease demanding a total remedy. He 
cannot, therefore, remain content with 
the negative refusal to assist in 
>preading the infection—he must, to 
the utmost of his opportunities and 
abilities, bring all that modern 


knowledge and research can offer to 
effect a cure. 


T is, in fact, precisely because the 
pacifist’s mind is not dominated 
by this culminating fear-myth of 
“victory,” and the vast apparatus of 
mutual-deception and question-beg- 
ging which sustains it, that he is bet- 
ter able to understand than most of 
his generation the irrelevance of the 
present civil war in society and the 
essential conditions for bringing it 
to a speedy end. 
Far from running away from the 
brutal realities of “Hitlerism,” he is 
supremely the man whoan “stand up 


to Hitler.” He knows why Hitler is 
there at all. He looks straight 
through “Hitlerism’ at humanity 


struggling with its problems. The 
legend of German wickedness does not 
hold him enthralled, nor does he have 
to twist history to account for it. 

He has already defeated “Hitler- 
ism” in the realm where it reigns al- 
most universally today—as witness 
the radio, cinema, press, platform, 
pulpit, club, railway-carriage, and 
food queue—the realm of the mind. 
He grasps with fair accuracy the 
causes which lie behind the so-called 
aggressiveness of Germany, the hor- 
rors of the-concentration-camp, the 
brutal excesses inseparable from 
modern war. 

_It is because the pacifist is not in- 
timidated by the ghosts on the hoard- 
ings or the threats which the Big 
Voices hurl at each other, that he can 
keep his head when all around are 
losing theirs. Hig refusal to be pan- 
icked may be very trying to the au- 
thorities, but time will show whether 


by taking his unequivocal stand, he 
has not revealed “English” character 
at its best. Time will show whether 
at this crucial moment in the world’s 
history, his contribution has not been 
of incalculable value to the human 
race as a whole, 


Even a world which rejects his ad- 
vice and scorns his philosophy must, 
one day, base its life upon his be- 
liefs. For it must by now be plain to 
any reasonable mind, contemplating 
the unlimited means and methods 
which modern warfare can command, 
that the pacifist solution ig the only 
solution compatible with human sur- 
vival on this planet. 


MEANTIME, there is much to be 
= done and the pacifist cannot 
wait for the world’s approval. The 
conquest of unemployment; the elim- 
ination of want and anxiety from mil- 
lions of homes; the building of health, 
education, and social security; the 
freeing of the colonial populations 
from economic bondage and destitu- 
tion—all these and the other long 
over-due tasks of social reconstruc- 
tion and international co-operation 
which lie ahead provide a battlefield 
on which the mental equipment and 
the moral courage of the modern 
pacifist can be tested to the full. It 
is to this real warfare that he chal- 
lenges his contemporaries to devote 
their idealism and energies. 


Pacifism today confronts “Hitler- 
ism” with the strength of the Free 
Man in the Good Society. It is the 
Great Alternative. It stands in the 
vanguard of human progress. It 
holds the keys of the future. 


By freeing the human mind from 
the primitive tribal obsessions which 
have made 20th century man a cog in 
the engine of war, it has released 
him from the greatest tyranny and 
slavery of all. It offers mankind the 
only victory worth the having and 
that new birth of freedom which is 
the beginning of civilization. 


COMMENTARY 


Edited by ‘‘OBSERVER’ 


The Russian Campaign 


“ [7 cannot be denied,” says the Mil- 
itary Correspondent of The Times 
(Sep. 22) “that the Russians are 
fighting under grievous disadvant- 
ages, and that at the moment the sit- 
uation appears uglier than ever pre- 
viously in the course of the cam- 
paign.” The special correspondent of 
The Times on the German frontier, on 
the same day, writes: “Unless within 
a very few days Marshal Budenny 
succeeds in breaking the ring which 
the Germans have closed round Kiev, 
the whole strategic position of the 
Russians will become exceedingly pre- 
carious.” He estimates that 200,000 
front line troops and 300,000 tech- 
nicians, work corps, and transport 
units have been encircled. The Ger- 
mans claimed on Sep. 20 the capture 
of 150,000 troops, and assert that the 
capture of the rest is inevitable. 


It looks indeed as though the Ger- 
mans have won a crushing victory, 
which may eventually prove to have 
been decisive. Though they are still 
a long way from the Caucasus, it will 
not take them long to get there if 
there is no coherent army to oppose 
them; and it is seriously’ in doubt 
whether Budenny’s army. {of which 
he seems to have withdrawn some 


part) can be reckoned as a coherent 
force any more. The German High 
Command aims at forcing Russia to 
capitulate before Christmas. 


Veil of Mlusion 
WHETHER that plan will be real- 


ized, I have no idea. But one 
thing is both obvious and certain: 
that British and American supplies to 
Russia will be too small to affect this 
issue. Either Russia will hold the 
Germans with her own resources, or 
not at all; and if the Germans cut 
her off both from the Donetz basin and 
the Caucasus oil, her resources will 
be too small to permit resistance. 


The usual veil of illusion has been 
spread over the realities by our dom- 
estic propaganda. The public is told 
that the Russians can go on sacrific- 
ing territory—that that is what the 
Russians, in history, always have 
done, and is their way to victory. 
That may have been true of the Mos- 
cow campaign of 1812; it is absolute 
nonsense when spoken of in modern 
war. Modern war is fought on mod- 
ern industry. The consumption of 
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PUBLIC OPINION 
AND THE WAR 


ORE people in Britain today are 

thinking about ending the war 

than at any time during the past 
year, if Gallup polls can be relied 
upon. 

This fact is shown by figures which 
the News Chronicle published on Sep. 
17. That paper drew the conclusion 
that “more people in Britain today 
are thinking about a British invasion 
of the Continent than about any 
other single war topic” from the fact 
that, of those questioned, 17% an- 
swered that invading the Continent 
was “the most important war prob- 
lem the British Government must 
solve in the next few months.” 


But the most significant thing about 
the poll was the wide diffusion of 
thought it revealed on the subject of 
the war and the issues involved. For 
only two other issues gained more 
than a tenth of the “votes” (produc- 
tion of arms, 12%; and maintaining 
sufficient food supplies, 11%), while 
over a quarter (27%) advanced be- 
tween them a large number of differ- 
ent theories, none of which was en- 
dorsed by as many as 6%. 


ENCOURAGING TENDENCY 


In those circumstances it is by no 
means discouraging that so relatively 
large a proportion as 5% regarded 
“ending the war” as the most im- 
portant problem for the immediate 
future. Particularly so, as there is, 
otherwise, a natural tendency for 
these polls merely to reflect the cur- 
rent trends of emphasis in the pop- 
ular press. 


But what is still more encouraging 
is that that 5% represents a consider- 
able increase in the past year. For 
when the same question was put on 
Nov. 9, 1940, only 1.8% —and on Mar. 
7 of this year still under 2%— 
“voted for” ending the war. And in 
view of the fact that the situation for 
this country has consistently been re- 
presented as better than a year ago 
this cannot be described as a tendency 
to defeatism, although, on the other 
hand, it would be foolish to exagger- 
ate its importance. 


SAME “AVERAGE MAN” 


It was at least interesting, too, that 
on the following day the same paper 
published a Swiss report to the effect 
that while “the average German” was 
similarly thinking primarily in terms 
of victory (“since he knows what will 
happen if Germany is defeated’), 
“every German” is asking “When 
will the war end?” 

The report, published in the Neue 
Zurcher Nachrichten, was from a cor- 
respondent who had been touring 
Germany. 


BOUQUETS! 


“T DON’T know what I should do 


without Peace News,” writes 
someone sending a parcel for the 
Treasure Hunt. “I believe there are 
more people in the PPU who feel and 


think as you do than one is apt to 
think sometimes.” 


Of late such bouquets have preponderated 
over the bombs. That, and a burst of true 
September sunshine—real ‘‘Ode to Autumn” 
weather—has lightened our hearts. In this 
spirit we propose to alternate an appeal for 
a decent cash balance for PPU Headquarters 
with this appeal for the Fighting Fund. 

The purpose of the Fighting Fund is, first, 
to provide us against sudden contingencies, 
and second, to establish a pacifist printing 
press, of which the importance will be still 
more manifest after the war than it is now. 
That needs a further £2,400. Headquarters 
needs £1,000. We can do both these things; 
and we will. 

This week’s Fighting Fund _ donations, 
£23 2s. 9d.. bring the total to £2,609 18s. Jd. 


eay4s The Editor. 


Please maka all cheques, POs and money 

ordera payable to Peace News Ltd, and 

crossed “a/c Payee,” and address them to tha 

Accountant, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 
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A NEW GUARANTEE OF 
DEMOCRACY 


HAT is the vital principle of de- 

mocracy? Probably pacifists 
would say, in accord with the first 
Affirmation of the Peace Pledge 
Union, that it was respect for the 
individual person. But the question 
remains: How far is that respect to 
be carried? Or, in other terms, does 
respect for the individual person in- 
volve allowing him such liberty as, 
universally allowed, would result in 
social anarchy? Nearly all pacifists 
would affirm that it does not. Nearly 
all of them would regard it as their 
duty as citizens to submit to the pen- 
alties which the law may inflict upon 
them for acting in obedience to their 
conscience. But if those penalties 
were excessive—if, for example, the 
man who, on grounds of conscience, 
refused military service was con- 
demned law to death, even though 
that law had been passed unanimously 
by a democratically elected house of 
representatives, the vital principle of 
Hemorery, would assuredly be vio- 
ated. 


In a valuable little book, Challenge 
to the Church (Kegan Paul: 1s.), 
Professor Macmurray asserts. the 
vital principle of democracy in a neg- 
ative but illuminating form. It is 
that there should be a limitation of 
political authority: a sphere within 
which political authority has no com- 
petence. He points out that when 
the foundations of British democracy 
were laid in the 17th century, two 
such spheres were established: the 
economic and the religious. The pol- 
itical State surrendered two powers 
it had hitherto claimed and exercised: 
the power to regulate the economic 
life of the citizens and the power to 
compel them to worship God—or to 
go through the motions of worship— 
in a prescribed way. Against the 
State, the individual citizen succegs- 
fully asserted the right to order his 
economic and his religious life in his 
own way. And the possession of 
these two powers by the citizen was 
the effective guarantee of British de- 
mocracy. 


Now we are faced with a situation 
in which, to avoid anarchy, the State 
must once more assume the power of 
regulating the economic life of the 
country. Only the religious sphere 
remains outside the scope of political 
authority. But religion, as it exists, 
is a completely ineffective guarantee 
of democracy; because religion has 
dwindled into a relation between the 
separate individual and God, and that 
relation is acknowledged only by a 
minority of the nation. This religion 
has no recognized social implications 
—-implications, that is, which concern 
the right ordering of society as a 
whole. The idea that the community of 
Christians is a body obedient to a 
higher law than that of the State has 
been practically lost. Only vestiges 
of it remain—perhaps the most not- 
able being the tendency to recognize 
the conscientious objector on Christian 
grounds more readily than any other. 
But the idea that the Church as such 
should stand apart from, criticize, 
and if need be resist the State has 
disappeared. 


That idea—that passionate convic- 
tion—has to be reborn, if there is to 


industrial products is prodigious; and 
if Russia is cut off from 60% of her 
industry and 80% of her oil, no power 
on earth can enable her armies to con- 
tinue the fight for long. 


Russia has already lost the great 
Putilov works of Leningrad (Mail, Sep. 
22) and the “giant Stankostroi works 
of Kiev—one of the three biggest and 
most vital in Russia” (Telegraph, Sep. 
22); and it is highly improbable that 
she can succeed in averting the cap- 
ture by the Germans of Kharkov and 
the Donetz basin. “Events are, un- 
fortunately, moving at a pace faster 
than the oncoming of winter,” says 
Captain Liddell-Hart (Mail, Sep. 22). 


Mental Preparation 


APTAIN Liddell-Hart points out that of 
: late the average reader might have 
gathered the impression from the tone and 
emphasis of much of the public comment that 
the position on the Russian front was steadily 
improving, ‘“‘and even developing more and 
more adversely for the Germans.” The truth 
is quite otherwise: 


Unless the situation there takes an essen- 
tially and unexpectedly different trend, we 
shall have to face its hard realities sooner 
or later. But it ig better to reckon with 
the balance of probability now. By men- 
tally preparing for contingent developments 
is the best way to ensure adequate material 
preparation for them—in time to cope with 
them. 


But how does one mentally prepare for the 
possibility of Russian capitulation by Christ- 
mas? Does such preparation jnclude asking 
oneself the question why the Russians, with 
vastly superior man-power, and_ technical 
equipment not incomparable, are apparently 
unable to resist the German warmachine? 
The question needs ta be faced: and, even if 
it cannot be answered satisfactorily, at least 
it should become the starting point of what 
Keats called ‘‘a momentous depth of specula- 
tion.” And, on the more familiar level what 
ig ‘‘adequate material preparation” for the 
contingent developments which Captain Lid- 
dell-Hart anticipates? 


{Contingencies 


HOSE contingent developments must in- 
clude a great hardening—if such a pro- 
cess igs conceivable—of the Japanese attitude 
toward both Russia and the USA. They in- 
elude an increasing inability of the Turks to 
withstand the pressure being brought to bear 
upon them from the Axis. They include all 
that is implied in the statement of The Times 
leader (Sep. 22) that ‘‘no other such ally can 
ever appear in the Old World. No other 
army that can face the full might of Ger- 
many can replace the Red Army if it be 
overthrown.” If that does happen, it is the 
end of a chapter. We shall be “permanently 
committed to a defensive war with no plan 
except to resist invasion, for even an American 
decision to send an army to Europe would 
not seem to give much hope of a military de 
cision.” (New Statesman, Sep. 20). 


Indeed, all that Hitler then needs to do is 
to leave us alone. Whether he is wise and 
aubtle enough to do that, I do not know: but 
wisdom and subtlety have been from the be- 
ginning the qualities of the Prince of 
this world. And his neglect of Britain 
during the Russo-German war, the strange 
and staggering growth of optimistic complac- 
ency which it has fostered, suggest that he 
knows more about democracy than dem- 
ocracy knows about itself. 


Invasion Difficulties 


EAVEN alone knows how good the Brit- 
ish military intelligence service is; but 
the startling turn taken by the German cam- 
paign in Russia might suggest that the un- 
worthy doubts of the staying power of the 
Russian armies so freely (though discreetly) 
attributed to the British military authorities 
by the Leftist press have some foundation. 
And these in turn may help to explain their 
obvious refusal to attempt ta reopen the West- 
ern front, though even The Times (Sep. 17) 
joined in the demand 


But I have consulted military experts, and 
they assure me that no such far-fetched ex- 
planation is necessary. As one of them put 
it, ‘‘to land a considerable force from over- 
sea on a territory that is even lightly occu- 
pied by enemy forces ig the most difficult and 
hazardous operation in the whole art of war.” 
I had the wit to ask: “Then what about 
Crete?” But I was given to understand that 
Crete was a miracle, in the first place, and, 
in the second, that there was no analogy at 
all between the German landing on Crete and 
a Janding on the mainland of Europe, where 
overwhelming forces could be quickly concen- 
trated at the point of attack. 


U.S. ‘ Religion ”’ 


RESIDENT Roosevelt, in hig recent broad- 
cast on American Labour Day, set 
“freedom of enterprise” very definitely among 
the four freedoms for which America was 
prepared to fight—‘“‘short. of war.”’ The Vice- 
President of the USA, Mr. Wallace, expanded 
the thought in a speech (Times, Sep. 17): 


The way to meet. the economic and social 


be a real defence of democracy 
against the totalitarian State. And 
pacifists today will understand their 
own function and mission more clearly 
if they see it as the creation of a liv- 
ing Church—a Church having faith 
and brotherhood enough within it to 
stand fast, in the bond of peace and 
the unity of the spirit, against an au- 
thority which will, but for that resist- 
ance, exceed the Just limits of politi- 
cal authority and become an instru- 
ment of spiritual death. 


challenge of al] so-called “new orders” 
which deny the sacredness of the human 
soul in its relationship to God is to present 
the democratic new order, under which God 
will carry out the four freedoms and eight 
peace aims. A free economy and Christian 
leadership must remove the fear of war. 

Only by world organization may this be 

done. 

So ‘‘the sacredness of the human soul in its 
relationship to God** demands a free economy 
—in other words, the perpetuation of Capital- 
ism. “‘Ye cannot serve God and Mammon,” 
said Jesus: the President and the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the USA with one voice reply: “We 
can.” Indeed they say more than that: God 
cannot be served without serving Mammon 
as well. This queer semi-religion is passion- 
ately held by a great many people both here 
and in the United States. But the British ad- 
herenta have learned to be a little more cir- 
cumspect in expressing it. But one thing is 
certain: not under this sign will the ‘new 
order” of Europe be overcome. 


Two Social Ideas 


NN anti-Nazi German friend writes from 
New York: “With half of American 
public demanding a Socialist Britain, while 
the other half wants to stop deliveries unlesa 
the future of British capitalism is assured, the 
British Government had indeed better he 
silent.” That hardly ¢allies with the senti- 
ments of Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Wallace; but 
maybe they worship Capitalism with their 
lips, while their heart is far from it. How- 
ever, my friend goes on: 

I cannot see any solution for Europe at 
large unless the victorious Powers have a 
common aocial idea, and one that gives a 
chance to new social strata. There is no 
other way of “preventing Germany from 
threatening again the peace of the world” 
than the fostering and stabilization of a 
regime in Germany which fulfils two con- 
ditions: satisfying the demands of a produc- 
tive majority, and being itself interested, 
materially and ideologically, in the preser- 
vation of peace. 

But you cannot maintain such a regime 
in Germany unless the victorious Powers 
have the same sort of regime. A demo- 
cratic republic in Germany established by 
a capitalist-imperialist Britain and a com- 
munist-imperialist Russia wll have the same 
faje as the Weimar Republic; and the en- 
suing third world-war will be well-deserved 
by the victors of the second. 


The Crux 


HE line of thought is sound, I believe: 

but the assumption of victory—the 

letter is six weeks old-—is not. But the as- 
sumption ia very tentative. 

All I have Said is based on the silent as- 
sumption that Hitler will not succeed in 
really crushing Russia. By crushing I 
mean more than military defeat. Neither 
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Norway nor Holland are crushed, though 
France is to a great extent. If, however, 
Hitler should succeed not only in occupying 
large stretches of the country, but in up- 
rooting the present regime in the minds of 
the people, he will have achieved such a 
victory that we had better postpone the 
discussion as to what ‘‘we” should do with 
Germany and Europe generally. 


This is really the crux of the matter. And 
it is significant that The Times (Sep. 22) re- 
ports that the Germans are now promising 
the peasantry of the Ukraine to dissolve the 
colleetive farms and to make the peasants 
individually the owners of the land—“the 
sole bait which might conceivably and origin- 
ally have gained some measure of support 
among the peasantry.” Since the war in 
Russia is not yet four months old, it is stupid 
to expect the Germans to have announced a 
definite scheme of politico-social organization 
for the occupied Russian territories, which 
will at present be regarded and treated as 
under military law. They have plenty of 
time to address themselves to divorcing the 
peasantry from the Soviet regime. My own 
presentiment is that the “liquidation of the 
Kulaks” will have its nemesis. “Tout se 
paie,”’ said Napoleon. 


Old Bottles 


ET another observation of my friend’s 

seems worth recording here: 

The responsibility which history has sud- 
denly laid on the USA goes much beyond 
the understanding and the responsibility of 
the average American, including the edu- 
cated classes. Any sort of ‘‘new elite” is 
entirely lacking, and the new wine is not 
only filled into old bottles, but, which is 
worse, the wine-pressers are from yester- 
day. 

That is, of course, just as tragically true 
of Britain. But, as I read it, I remembered 
those words of President Roosevelt and Vice- 
President Wallace, and the manifest and un- 
conscious contradictions of the Atlantic 
Charter; and my soul sank within me. It did 
not rise when I read the speech of the famous 
American Baptist minister, Dr. Frank Norris, 
at the bombed ruing of Spurgeon'’s Taber- 
nacle (Telegraph, Sep. 22). He “told stories. 
made a joke or two." and “derided the pawer 
of ‘the man with the little moustache’: 

We in America look on your Prime Min- 
ister as one of the greatest statesmen of a]} 
time. By the courage and faith he received 
from his American mother he is calling the 
world back ta justice, freedom, and right- 
eousness. 

While London was burning, Hitler wrung 
his hands with glee, and hia eclub-footed 
missing Jink gloated aver the shrieks of the 
dying thousands of women and _ children, 
and broadcast to the world that London 
would soon be a heap of ruins. But the 
hour of God’s judgment is fast approaching 
I. much prefer polite God-and-Mammon 

worship to that appalling vulgarity. 


Nineteens 


WO boys of 19 have just appeared before a certain tribunal. 
One was brought up in a pacifist home, the other had 
parents very opposed to his views. The statements of both 


boys were thoughful, intelligent, and sincere. 


They both offered 


to do fuJl-time humanitarian work under civilian control. 


The judge read their statements 
and then proceeded to-pull them to 
Pieces. Briefly, he denied them the 
right of conscience at their age, said 
it was a pity one boy hadn’t listened 
to his “patriotic” parents, and de- 
clared that both boys must have come 
under “bad influence.” He said they 
were Hitler’s best friends, traitors to 
their country, and it was largely due 
to such as they that we were now at 
war and one day they would probably 
be ashamed of the views they held 
today. He ridiculed their belief in a 
higher loyalty than to their country, 
and said their religious belief in a 
force stronger than violence was 
“sheer imagination” and “wishful 
thinking.” He denied that Christ was 
a pacifist and said their statements 
were written without knowledge or 
understanding. 


In short, he dismissed their political 
and religious beliefs and declared it 
to be deplorable that boys of 19 could 
pretend to talk about “the dictates of 
conscience.” 


NO CHANCE 


No doubt all who read this will re- 
alize how weak was the attack and 
how easily it could have been an- 
swered. But it was not delivered 
in a way in which either boy could 
reply: it was a non-stop oration to 
which they could do little but listen 
and at the end quietly and firmly re- 
iterate their own beliefs. 


Because there was no suitable non- 
pacifist able or willing to represent 
these boys the mother of one of them 
did so at the last moment. She was 
asked by the judge what she had to 
say. Not knowing in the least what 
the boys would wish her to say on 
their behalf, she risked nothing more 
than to vouch for their obvious sin- 
cerity and, on her account, challenged 
one or two of the judge’s statements. 


One wonders if this is to be the 


latest technique adopted by tribunai 
judges for the nineteens in the hope of 
intimidating them. It should be a 
point of honour for all who are advis- 
ing the younger pacifists to attend as 
many tribunals as possible every- 
where and find out if this ig so. Most 
of these boys have been advised to 
say as little as possible at their tri- 
bunals and avoid being drawn into 
a harangue. Have we overdone a 
little what we call the expedient side? 


If we mean by expediency that 
which is “fit and proper to the cir- 
cumstances,’ well and good. But do 
not let creep in its other meaning, 
which is to say or do what is “useful 
and politic’ rather than “just or 
right.” The judge is pretty sure no 
young boy is going to risk engaging 
him in argument and he also knows 
the boy’s representative, for the boy’s 
sake, is unlikely to say much. 


Whilst deploring the aggressive, 
argumentative type of pacifist who 
thinks he has nothing to learn from 
his opponents, let us not err too much 
on the side of silent submission when 
we are faced with flagrant injustice. 
For if a boy of 19 is too young to 
have a conscience about killing his 
fellow men, he is certainly too 
young to be conscripted at all. 


But, as one of these “irresponsible 
young traitors to their country” said 
as he left the court, “Take heart: re- 
member the law in this case was 
greater than the man. By giving us 
the conditional exemption we asked 
for he did, in the end, consciously or 
subconsciously recognize our con- 
sciences and the sincerity of our 
statements. And that, after all, is 
all we asked for.” 


Well done, two 19-year-olds, and 
Godspeed to all others, 


WINIFRED CUMMINGS 
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[HE basis of the Peace Pledge 
5 Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, {s: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


CHANGING 
CONDITIONS 


(W. Midlands Area) 


4 Pagar difficulties of organizing 
this area, owing to its awk- 

ward shape and its almost 
“ungetatable” extremities, have 
been partly overcome by the wil- 
lingness of some groups to 
transfer their allegiance to 
neighbouring areas, and by the 
representative nature of its new 
committee. 


This .conference, which met last 
Saturday at Wolverhampton, soon 
felt the stresses and strains and 
quickly discovered where the friction 
ay. 

Harry Hilditch was in the chair and 

lem Jones, the National Council re- 
presentative and Area secretary, con- 
vened the meeting. He must have 
been very satisfied by the attendance 
—44 delegates coming from 17 groups 
as widely scattered as Oswestry and 
Shrewsbury in the west and Coventry 
in the east. 

SHARING RESPONSIBILITY 


It was obvious that, whereas in 
the past activity had been mainly 
centred in Birmingham, in the future 
this would be levelled out over the 
whole area. Men were rapidly set- 
tling down on the land and districts 
which had been rural were filling up 
with town bred populations, and need- 
ing new blood to give them new life. 
The experience and wisdom of the 
urban and city groups will be called 
upon to supply this need. 

Responsibility has lain too long on 
old shoulders, and new demands will 
require new vitality. All this was 
recognized when the committee came 
to be elected. It is formed of mem- 
bers from Birmingham, Stourbridge, 
Kidderminster, Stoke-pn-Trent, Wal- 
sall, and Coventry—and the distant 
groups of Hereford and Worcester 
went over voluntarily to Wessex. 

THE “NOTTINGHAM” SCHEME 

Financial considerations led to the 
framing of a resolution accepting 
the principle of the Nottingham 
scheme of collection as the method of 
raising money for the PPU. All 
groups in the area are to be urged 
o put this into practice without de- 
ay. 

The Wolverhampton group fed us 
by pooling all sandwiches and supply- 
ing tea as their contribution. The 
results of such a conference have yet 
to be discovered but the tea-interval 
did much to cement the new bond of 
fellowship between town and country. 


JOHN BARCLAY 


Sat. Sep. 27. South Wales Area Con- 
ference, CARDIFF. Speakers: Dr. 
Alex. Wood, John Barclay. 


WEST YORKSHIRE 


The meeting at Bradford on Sep- 
tember 20 turned out to be a well- 
attended meeting of the West York- 
shire Federation, but not a full Area 
conference. 

After a talk by Stuart Morris, and 
some discussion, it was agreed “that 
the West Yorkshire Federatron ap- 
proves the development scheme as 
outlined by the National Secretary, 
agrees to change its name to the West 
Yorkshire Region, and promises to 
give support to the development of 
the whole of Yorkshire as one Area.” 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Whatstendwell and District.—Roy Walker 
deputized for Andrew Stewart at an extremely 
successful weekend school at Whatstandwell 
An September 20 and 21. In addition to some 
dozen local members, parties from Sheffield, 
Derby, Nottingham, and even Coventry swelled 
the numhers to nearly 40. On Saturday the 
schoo] discussed the internal organization of 
the movement, and ow Sunday Roy Walker 
spoke on the external work of the PPU and 
Charles Baldwin dealt with Area development. 
His proposals were actively supported by all 
present. 


PEACE NEWS 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Are 


HE charge of “pro-Nazi” levelled 

against your editorial policy in 
Peace News had better be termed 
“anti-Soviet.” Although you are un- 
aware of it, you are still pro-capital- 
ist—and to that extent anti-Soviet. 


Your statement (P.N. for Aug. 29) 
that “in different ways’? both Ger- 
many and the Soviet Union “have 
eliminated the irresponsible and law- 
less force of the money power” is en- 
tirely untrue to fact, From 1932-37 
in Nazi Germany for example million- 
aires increased by 1,266; multimillion- 
aires by 180. In comparison, let it be 
pointed out that British millionaires 
ier ereed from 1,024 in 1989 to 1,131 
in 3 


What pacifists have to realize is 
that capitalism prospers only on non- 
productive economy, socialism only 
on productive economy. In non-pro- 
ductive economy competition is ulti- 
mately wiped out between profiteers 
by turning everything into something 
which does not produce anything be- 
yond itself. As shells &c. are the 
only things that don’t produce any- 
thing beyond themselves, the capi- 
talists have decided to produce shells 
&c. In other words, capitalism 
prospers, and can prosper, only on a 
war footing. To be  pro-capitalist 
thus is to be pro-war and anti-pacifist. 
There, I think, is where most of us 
have lost you in your editorial policy 
of late. 


On this understanding it is as bad 
as being pro-Nazi to say (as you did) 
that “from the purely moral point of 
view it would be just as proper for 
us to be allied with Hitler ...as it is 
for us to be doing what we are doing.” 
Anybody who has studied economics 
in the light of ethics ,will agree that 
such a statement as that does more 
harm than good; and in essence can- 
not be true pacifism. Objectively 
you are helping Hitler. Subjectively 
I know you are not. 


Again, when “Observer” states (in 
the same issue) that “Russia demol- 
ished the small nations of the Baltic 
and would have demolished Finland if 
she could” we are up against a pre- 
judiced mind, prejudiced not so much 
for Nazism as against Sovietism. 
Military experts (Werner, Hooper, 
&c.) are agreed that the Soviet Union 
(which is bigger than Russia just as 
Britain is bigger than London) could, 
if she would, have taken Finland in 
its entirety. They did not because it 
is not of the nature of Sovietism to 
aggress. Wherever Sovietism has 
entered (apart from the defensive 
forts she seized to stop Hitlerite Ger- 
many from using them) she has done 
so only on the majority vote of the 
people themselves. The entry into 
Poland was to preserve 13 million 
people from ruin. 


When the Soviet Union, moreover, 
purged itself of its Quislings (who 
called themselves Bolsheviks) it can 
be regarded as having chosen the 
lesser of two evils and therefore as 
not inconsistent with the ultimate ob- 
jective of pacifists. To have allowed 
a system—wherein alone true paci- 
fism can function and prosper—to be 
sabotaged by such Quislings would 
have been passive pacifism but would 
have been destructive of active paci- 
fism. which at bottom is the only 
pacifism that can survive. Passive 
pacifism, which is in favour of a sell- 
out to a Hitlerite regime, a regime 
which can prosper only on a way 
footing, is poles apart from active 
pacifism, which is the specific pre- 
serve of a Christian life. 


Regarded as a system the Soviet 
Union can legitimately be looked up- 
on as the only system of life during 
the past 21 years which actually 
functioned as an actively pacifist sys- 
tem. To identify Sovietism with Hit- 
lerism is therefore simply not true to 
fact. It is indeed playing into the 
hands of Hitlerism, the very thing 
pacifists must not do. 


W. BRYN THOMAS 


Kemble Vicarage, 
Cirencester, Glos. 


The secretary of the Leicester COs’ Fellow- 
shin is now: Gilbert Brownless, 91 Mere Road, 
Leicester. 


I HOPE those who assert the moral 

superiority of Communism over 
Nazism will not be considered as re- 
presenting the whole of the rank and 
file of the PPU. 


While both systems, with their re- 
liance on violence, are equally incom- 
patible with even the most lukewarm 
acceptance of pacifism, the balance, 
judged by the standard of the “four 
freedoms,” swings heavily against 
Communjsm. 


Freedom from want both systems 
seem to try to secure—genuinely but 
ineffectively because of their militar- 
ism; freedom from fear neither offers 
—the “pluto-democracies” can offer 
more; freedom of speech exists in 
neither, but its suppression would 
seem to be more thorough in the 
USSR; in “freedom of worship” there 
exists the widest difference, and this 
in a matter most vital. 


In Germany such bodies as the So- 
ciety of Friends and the Confessional 
Church can continue their teaching, 
widely as it diverges from the attitude 
officially desired, and publish literat- 
ure; while the Roman _ Catholic 
Church remains powerful despite 
condemnation by its leaders of Nazi 
State-worship. 


Such a situation is unthinkable in 
Russia, where all religious propa- 
ganda is forbidden, and the only tol- 
erated religious body—the recently 
much advertised subservient section of 
the Orthodox Church led by the Met- 
ropolitan Sergius—is the equivalent of 
the “German Christian” body which 
enjoys the favour of the Third Reich. 


Cc. V. STUART PAYNE 


Paton Home, The Colony, 
Lingfield, Surrey. 


A Sublime Madness 


F pacifism can be judged by the severity of 
its interna] criticism it is in fine shape 
today. Not only have we been told of the ir- 
relevance of pure pacifism; a recent article by 
Reginald Reynolds should convince any but 
the most obstinate of our breed of the sheer 
impossibility of pure pacifism (‘‘Are Pacifists 
Pharisees?” in the Activist Group’s monthly 
commentary for August.) ; 
Then there are those external revolutionary 
critics whom, like the poor, we have always 
with us. These last never tire of reminding 
us of the bourgeois origin and the inevitably 
reactionary character of any type of pacifism. 
Small wonder that some of us who are bur- 
dened with the twin devils of a pacifist con- 
viction and a social conscience are sometimea 
tempted to take the advice of yet another 
critic and commit suicide. Incidentally I 
should not rule out the possible value of a 
really large-scale pacifist hara-kiri, performed 
in the best Gregg style on the doorstep of 
the double-fronted villa of capitalism and war. 
Seriously. though, as a pacifist who knows 
he igs not pure, I have never felt less like com- 
mitting suicide in my life. Perhaps an at- 
tempt to make out a case for such a sublime 
confidence (or madness) may be of more than 
mere personal value. 


The trouble seems to start when pacifism 
takes on the character of a faith. I tried in 
my innocence to be realistic in my pacifism, 
and what with the critics, internal and ex- 
ternal, the war, the Law, and the prophets 
(of revolution), I soon became really pessi- 
mistic—and now I have had faith added unto 
me! Faith in what? Well, it’s difficult to 
express as faith in anything; it’s rather a 
consciousness, born of experience, that paci- 
fism has a unique contribution to make to the 
Nife of today. The values to which we wit- 
ness as pacifists are awaiting concrete ex- 
pression in terms of human life and, as Rein- 
hold Niebuhr has written: 

Secular imagination is not capable of pro- 
ducing them: for they require a sublime 
madnesg which disregards immediate ap- 
pearances and emphasizea profound and ul- 
timate unities. 

The failure of secular imagination is ack- 
nowledged, consciously or unconsciously, by 
all those Left-wing writers who are seeking 
for 4 new dynamic. Thus Douglas Brown in 
the New Leadér, August 16, writes, ‘‘A social- 
ist ethic is essential, indeed vital. The resus- 
citation and development of the pioneering 
spirit which was animated by the conception 
of socialism as a great moral crusade is an 
urgent necessity today.” This failure is 
characteristic of our age, 4s W. B. Yeats 
pointed out in the two prophetic lines: 

The best tack all conviction while the 

worst 

Are filled with a passionate intensity. 
It is to the task of giving a passionate in- 

tensity to the best that the pacifist is called, 
and in that task lies a “sublime madness” 
which can make of his conviction a rea] faith 
for our times. And in case the bevy of critics 
with whom I began should remind me that 
“fine words butter no parsnips,” I’ve got the 
sine qua non of relevance—a POLICY. But 
they can try their teeth on the fine words 


first... 
Vv. C. REYNOLDS 
34 Windsor Place. Cardiff. 


“be “coldly destructive.” 


We Anti-Soviet ? On Judgment And 


Understanding 


THE Editor of Peace News is em- 

inently capable of defending him- 
self, but the air of righteousness 
which seems to possess some of his 
critics calls, I think, for comment. In 
particular, why do pacifists take it 
as their natural right to sit in judg- 
ment on the erring nations of the 
world, casting a rebuke here, a word 
of condescension there? I know of 
no special virtue by which it is given 
to members of the PPU to pick out 
the sheep from the goats, to call the 
Nazis bad and the Communists good 
or vice versa. I know of nothing, un- 
less it be lack of imagination, which 
can allow such complacency. 


Censure or commendation are both © 


equally meaningless, equally arro- 
gant. There is only one thing that 
matters today: the effort to under- 
stand; and that demands in the first 
place an absence of moral attitudes. 


In a world of illusion it is no fault, 
as Ronald Perry seems to think, to 
It is nice, 
of course, to feel warm and construc- 
tive: but how many can feel that, in 
the face of actuality and in the hon- 
esty of their hearts, at the present 
time? 

During the past year pacifists have 
been much exercised over questions 
of policy. Is it to be this, or is it to 
be that? For instance, between Wil- 
fred Wellock and Roy Walker, as 
exemplified by their recent debate in 
Peace News, where does the truth lie? 
For naturally we all assume that the 
truth lies close to our hand, if not 
plumb in our very palm. And yet 
..-.? Is there not a profound error 
in this common zeal to get things 
right? Today almost everything 
everywhere is wrong. That may be 
a reason for protest, but it is also a 
reason for hesitation, and, except in- 
sofar as we proclaim and justify our 
hesitation, a reason for silence. 

Pacifism, however positive it may aim to be, 
can never ultimately amount to anything un- 
lesa it be born of scepticism—or, if the lan- 
guage of religion be preferred, humility. There 
is nothing reprehensible in not knowing all 
the answers to all the questions. There ia a 
world of possibility in knowing and facing . 
doubt. “‘The dead past with its corpses” 
cannot just be blotted from memory. Though 


we do not like to think so, we belong to it as 
much as we belong to the future. 

And what of the dead present with its 
corpses? Is it really canstructive to talk of 
salvation? Better “erudite ratiacination” 
than idle fantasy. What we need, I suggest. 
is clearness of mind and honesty of feeling 
enough to admit ignorance, and 
enough to embrace—yea, 
say, “I cannot tell exactly where I am, for 
what wag real has becdme illusion. From 
now on I am only groping in the dark.” _ 

The difficulty is not to be solved by polities; 
it is not a question of authority; Whitehall 
or Kremlin: it is a question of feeling and 
experience—and education, which is learning 
from the feeling and experience of others. 
Nor, at the moment, I believe, is it a choice 


courage . 
even—despair: to * 


between forging a new way and denouncing - 


the old, between creating and protesting. To 
create means to be passionately inspired: to 
protest means an equally passionate sense— 
of defiance. Ich kann nicht anders. 


But today, let us fairly acknowledge, there 
ig no passion. There is only the resignation 
which can take it, or the revolt-from resigna- 
tion. Personally I prefer tha revolt. Yet 
in essence the ‘temper ig the same: the ob- 
stinacy of pride—or is it also misery? Chureh- 
illians and pacifists: it all seems to be the 
same. Each side knows its own mind;: each 
is intent to save its face—et apres ca rien.: 


ose ROBERT CLIVB 


Corsysedol, 
Dyffryn, Merioneth. 


“Since it 
that to cheat or deceive one’s fellow-creatures 
is 2 mean and criminal action, there haa been 


has’ been agreed among men : 


sought for, and invented, a term which might | 


soften the appellation of the thing, and the | 


word which undoubtedly has been chosen for 
the purpose is Politics.”—Frederick the Great. 


WHY NOT STOP |. 
NIGHT BOMBING? 


Max Plowman’s 
last article in 
THE ADELPHI 


reprinted as a leaflet. lad. each 
Td. per dozen, 3s. 7d. per 100, in- 
cluding postage. 
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University 
Edueation in 


War Time 


WNCLUDED among those who 
i have recently registered 
for military service are a number 
of prospective university stu- 
dents for most of whom the 
privilege of a higher education 
will be denied till after the war. 


The Government has, however, | 


introduced a new scheme under 
which a large number of State 
bursaries has been offered to 
prospective students of mathe- 
matics and science. 


When the scheme was announced 
about two months ago, it was not 
stated definitely what the acceptance 
of the State bursary, which covers all 
the fees and expenses for board and 
fodging, would imply for the student. 


Later on more details became 
known about the bursaries, and a 
week or two ago the boys who had 
passed the Higher Certificate Exam- 
ination in the required subjects re- 
ceived forms which they had to fill in. 
When the applicant “signs on the 
dotted line,” he not only promises to 
gtudy a subject essential to the war 
effort, such as radio engineering. or 
chemistry, but agrees to “undertake 
such service, in the armed forces or 
elsewhere, as may be required of me 
by the Ministry of Labour and Nat- 
ional Service.” He “signs away his 
freedom,’ as one boy put it, for an 
indefinite time. 


This means that any government 
in power during and after the war 
can use a great number of young 
‘scientists for any purpose, not only 
for the prosecution of the war but for 
any work, whatever it may involve. 
So it is not conscription for war work 
or military service only; it can imply 
duties to which the individual may 
object, and it puts these young men 
under obligation to any further gov- 
ernment, whatever its policy may be. 


Some applicants may fail to see 
this in their enthusiasm to grasp the 
thance of a university career for at 
feast one year, which may have been 
impossible before, but it is hardly 
fair of the Government to offer a 
‘hance like that in exchange for the 


freedom of decision. 
H. BERMAN 


‘BIRMINGHAM CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 


announces a 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
FORUM 


commencing on OCTOBER 5th at 3 p.m. 


CD-OPERATIVE PREMISES, 
HIGH STREET, BIRMINGHAM 


Booked speakers include: 


DR. C. E. M. JOAD, WILFRED WELLOCK 
JOSEPH REEVES. VERA BRITTAIN 
PROF, LASKI, PROF. J. B. S. HALDANE 
PROF. SARGANT FLORENCE, 

DR. C. A. SMITH, FRANCIS WILLIAMS 


€ourse tickets obtainable in advance: 
B.C.S. Members 1/-. Others 2/6. 
irom the . 

€o-operative Education Department. High 


Street, Birmingham, 4. 


Stop the War... 


Syecimen copy free on application 


EVERY iV a TWO 
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i Deus PN. SubsNew Leader, 318 Reweats Park Road, Finchley, London, N.3. 


NEWS 


Or 


C.0.s 


Over 250 Men 
In Prison 


N September 15 the Central 
Board for Conscientious 
Objectors had record of 

250 COs in prison, of whom 22 
are serving court-martial sen- 
tences and one a sentence of 28 
days for refusing to fire-watch. 
Of the remainder, who are in 
prison for having refused to be 
medically examined, 64 are 
there for 12 months. 

These are among the many facts 
and figures with which the Septem- 
ber number (like previous numbers) 
of the CBCO Bulletin is packed. They 


include exhaustive statistics showing 
how many men have reached the 


WE COULDN’T FIND A HEADING 
FOR THIS 


N HO dare deny that the voice of 
Winston Churchill was the 
voice of God? Always in the past 
—and indeed in no other way— 
could the Almighty (who gave His 
son for the redemption of mankind) 
speak words of encouragement, 
cheer, and hope to the peoples of the 
world. No other man has the rec- 
ord that so fits him to be the mouth- 
piece of Divinity. 
Letter in Hertfordshire Mercury, 
Sept. 5, sent by a reader. 


various stages of their resistance to 
conscription and what is happening 
to them; full information about fire 
guard registration; and other valu- 


able, interesting and often little- 


known facts, 

It is stated, for example, that ‘‘COs given 
non-combatant duties may, after medical ex- 
amination, choose AFS service instead,” and 
that if they do, “they are usually posted to 
this, though there is no guarantee of it.” 

The price of the Bulletin is 3d., and it is ob- 
tainable from 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. From 
the same address, and for the same price, may 
also be obtained a completely revised and 
much enlarged pamphlet on Civil and Military 
Prison Routine, which deals (with the CBCO’s 
usual thoroughness) with the actual condi- 
tions awaiting those who, in daily-increasing 
numbers, are swelling the numbers of men in 
prison for the sake of conscience. 

MORE SENTENCES 

News of nine more sentences for refusing 
to be medically examined has reached us. 

Three men (George Eric Wright, painter, 
of 23 Woodland Rd., Leicester, leader and 
Peace News Secretary of West Humberstone 
PPU Group; Bertie Graham Banbury, costing 
clerk, of 48 Dunster St., Leicester, also a 
Peace News distributor; and Thomas Nor- 
man Petcher, farm labourer, of 102 Newbold 
Rd., Buarlestone, Lkicester) were given 12 
months at Leicester on Sep. 15. 

Six men (Ronaid Ian Jeffrey, 2 member of 
York PPU, and five COs at Bristol) were 
given 6 months. Ronald Jeffrey, who had al- 
ready been fined £5, was fined a further £25. 
In the Bristol] case the Ministry of Labour 
solicitor said that ‘‘whatever happens,” if 
the men were sent to prison, “they escape 
service afterwards: no further steps will be 
taken.” There is, however, nothing in the 
Act to suggest that that is the case, and the 
CBCO is trying to discover whether in faet it 
represents the Ministry's intention. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Bicester and Eastleigh bureaux should be 
deleted from the list. 

Blackheath, Charlton, and Greenwich bureau 
has been re-formed under J. S. Stevens, Man- 
agers House, Harvey Gdns., S.E.7. 

The address of the Shrewsbury Individual 
Adviser is now: R. G. Barrie, The Quest, 
Sutton ILane, Shrewsbury. 


C.0. ACTORS WANTED 
Owing to the increasing difficulty of find- 
ing actors, David Steuart, Director of the 
Perth Repertory Theatre, Ltd. (address: 
Perth Theatre, Perth), would be glad if any 
actors who are COs would get in touch with 
him. 


“War is a Game which, were their 
wise, Kings would not play at.” 


PEOPLE TO BE WISE, SO THAT THEY MAY 
Hear POWER TO DIVEST THE KINGS, THE POLITICIANS, 
THE FINANCIERS AND THE INDUSTRIALISTS OF THEIR 
ABILITY TO MAKE WAR. 
Every Friday the “New Leader” expresses Socialist opposition to the 
war in interesting articles and exclusive news. 


Subjeces 
It IS THE POLICY OF THE “NEW LEADER" TO EDUCATE THE 


cm 


... By Socialism 


The Fire-Watching 
Registration 


IHE Press Service of the Central 
Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
commenting (on Sunday) on the 
conclusion of the dates set aside for 
registration for fire watching, said: 


It is, however, officially stated that men who 
for good cause, for example, illness, were 
unable to attend on the day specified for their 
age-group must apply on a week-day at the 
loca] office of the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service as soon thereafter ag they 
may be able to do so, not being later than 
September 30. 


In practice men who apply not later than 
that date will be allowed to register without 
nny exhaustive inquiry into the reason for 
the delay. It is noteworthy that in the BBC’s 
news today, the extension was mentioned with- 
out any time-limit being given. Men who are 
unable to apply in person by September 30 
may fill up a registration for and post it not 
later than that date to the Town Clerk or 
he Clerk to the appropriate Council. 


REFUSED TO REGISTER 


A number of COs of this war did not feel 
able to register at all, in view of the fact that 
there was no conscience clause, and notified 
the authorities accordingly. Others felt that 
it was sufficient to register and make clear 
their position in doing so. 

At least one man who did not register has at 
the date of writing received a letter from his 
Town Clerk setting out the fact that he is 
required to register and intimating the pen- 
alties in default. This ‘letter before action” 
was typed and not cyclostyled. 


The application form which men are re 
quired to sign includes the words: “I hereby 
make application to be registered...’ Some 
have thought that this represented their ac- 
tion ag voluntary and not compulsory, but the 
provision of the Order is to “require all male 
persons...to make...an application to be 
registered,” and as this is compulsory the 
difficulty appears to resolve itself. 

A section of the London press included the 
statement last weck that men who had pre- 
viously registered in their own district must 
register again. This was quite inaccurate. 


CLASSIFIED 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B.iCash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy MONDAY 


ACCOMMODATION 
COMFORTABLE home auit business lady, 
30 minutes London. Widow desires compan- 
ionship.—Dyer, 29 Greenstead Gdns., Woad- 
ford Green, Essex. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

HOME offered mother and child; R.C. pre- 
ferred: share work and expenses; farmhouse 
with garden; interests literary ete. amd social. 
—Powell, Ollery, Brompton Raiph, Taunton. 

SHARE 3-room furnished flat with young 
business lady; 258. p.w. excluding food; ur- 
gent, C.O. husband awaiting sentence.—Cole 
21 Winsham Grove, Clapham Common. 

WOMAN teacher offers home return part 


charge baby 10 months and a little house- 
work.—Duce, 52 Clarendon Rd., Norwich. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write und speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessona 5s. each (Alsq smal} 
classes 1s. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 


B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 


FOR SALE & WANTED. 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, 
paid, all complete, thus ready to wse, 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


C.O. aged 24 seeks agricultural employment. 
Two years experience as milker, hedger, 
ditcher, and general farm labourer; highest 
references.—Gray, Duntish Farm, Buckland 
Newton, Dorchester. 

EDUCATION in Community. Wanted as 
House-mother, person interested in community 
and. young children; pocket money only. 
Alderwood, Greenham Common, Newbury. 

METHODIST C.O. seeks market gardening 
or farm work. Age 82. single. capable driver, 
business experience.—Bux 942 Peace News, 


3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE &c. 


QUAKERISM. Information and Hteretarc 
respecting the Faith and Practica of th« 
Religious Society of Friends. free on eppites 
tien to the Friends’ Home Service Commilttyr 
Friends House, Euaton Road, London, N.W.3 


carriage 
£7 18s. 


BRISTOL 
Volunteers are urgently needed 
to augment a Part-time Pacifist 
Unit serving at, Local Hospitals. 

M. L. CLARK 
11, TYNDALL AVE.. BRISTOL, 2. 
Phone: 24995. 
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EXPERIENCES OF 
AN INTERNEE 


N Italian interned as an “enemy 

alien,” who has now been released 
on condition he joins the Army, has 
sent details of his life while interned 
to his brother, a Peace News reader. 
From one of his letters, written last 
month, we take the following ex- 
tracts: 


... My first camp was Kempton Park, 
where I spent ten days in June, 1940. Here 
we slept on the floor, on mattresses in the 
racecourse restaurant, treated like dogs by 
the men and officers. 


We literally starved. 
ing dandelions and the 
Newspapers, no parcels, 
only fresh air. . - 

“The next stop was Bury—an old disused 
cotton mill condemned for ten years, reeking 
with filth, sleeping on a stone floor. There 
were over 2,000 Italians here. About twenty 
cold-water taps between 2,000 for washing. 
Everybody was mixed up: TB cases, lunatics. 
old men of ninety, children of fifteen, Ameri- 
can subjects, British subjects, even Italians in 
British uniform, doctors, and workhouse in- 
mates. Like Dante’s Inferno! 

“Everything way taken away from us,— 
money. pens, books, jewellery, food and to- 
bacco.” 


Of his subsequent ten-day voyage to Canada 
he wrote: “It is enough to say that the ship 
carried over 4,000, including German and Ital- 
ian internees, and German prisoners of war. 
The ship’s capacity was a maximum of 1,500. 
We Italians (400) were thrust into quartera 
at the-bottom of the ship which had accom- 
modation for 40, and we had two meals a day. 
breakfast at 7 a.m. and supper at 8 p.m., no 
dinner ... Five days’ acute seasickness in- 
creased the pandemonium.” 


We went round eat- 
softer grass. No 
no letters, no food. 


PEACE COUNCIL STATEMENT 


The National Peace Council's statement on 
the Roosevelt-Churchil] 8-point Declaration is 
available in leaflet form, at 2s. per 100 and 
4d. per dozen, post free, from the NPC. 89 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


MEETINGS, &e. 


BE SURE to come to the meeting-social ta 
inaugurate The Friends of Freedom Press at 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn, Sun. 
Sep. 28 3.30-—7 p.m. Speakers, Herbert 
Read, F. A. Ridley, Fredrick Lohr, ete. 

MODERN GERMAN POETRY. Recita) 
at P.S.B. Office, 8 Endsleigh Gardens, next 
Wednesday. 7.30 p.m. Organized by Youth 
Service League; all invited, admission free. 
Complete programme from 22 Seafield Road, 
N.11. 


PERSONAL 


MURIEL, branch secretary, Wakefield. 
Jean and Daphne (Crich) would like to hear 
from you.—Write Box 941 Peace News, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
COLLECTOR, credit drapery, East and 


South East London districts. rl uncon- 
ditional preferred.—Box 940 Peace News, & 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

HAIRDRESSER. Gents) hand wanted; 
wages £4 10s. per week; safe area; good 
hours: freedom of point of view.—Downey. 
96a Thornbridge Av., Birmingham 22A. ¢ 

PACIFIST radio dealer has opening for maz 
with some Service experience. Please give ful) 
particulara re capabilities and meters (if any) 
—F. S. Taieb, A.M.LR.E., 57 High Streat, 
Hoddesdon (Tel. Hoddesdon 3102), and Honey 
Lane, Hertford, Herts. 


PAINTER, good all-round, or handy maa; 


Uxbridge district—Box 980 Peace News, B 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
PACIFIST, 51, retired teacher, independent, 


bachelor, prison last war, offers clerical ete. 
services to pacifist or sympathetic profession- 
al man ete. in mid or North Wales. Token 
remuneration only.—-Box 989 Peace News, & 
Blackstock Rd.. N.d 


STEREOTYPER, T.U., exempt service, de 
sires situation, with pacifist house, Home 
Counties preferred.—Box 938 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

YOUTH (19), pacifist, seeka situation, cleri- 
eal, or will try anything; Birmingham dis- 
trict.—Box 937 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 

IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles. 
—Wardens Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford, nr. Clitheroe. 

PEACE and comfort in central Lakeland 
during winter months. Vegetarian Guest 
House, BECK ALLANS, GRASMERE. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALL pacifiats who are members of the La 
our Party should communicate with Sybil Mor- 
rison, Organizing Secretary of the Labsax 
Pacifist Fellowship, Redcap, Greenstreet Green 
Farnborough, Kent. 

ARE YOU prepared to work for peace? 
Research collaborators (unpaid) in investi- 
gations of international importance invited 
to write for particulars to Box 943, Peace 
News. 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Poblished from 8 Blackstock Rd., Londoa, 
N4., by “Peace News” Ltd. , Printed ag 
Clifford Printing Co., London. N.18. 
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